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FIGHTING ISLAND - LOWER DETROIT RIVER 

We have reviewed "he documents recently forwarded from the City 

Clerk on the 'subject. 

As we all know, Fighting Island is dcv.T.stream a considerable dis­

tance from our raw water intakes and therefore any river contami­

nation, either real or i.-naginary, would be beyond the area of 

irjT.ediate concern to those who use our ootable water. 
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STATEK.EiNT BY CHAIRMAN A. H. WF̂ KS 
AT WINC '. UTILITIES COMMISSION MEETING DECEMBER 7/83 

CO>C-IE>rrS - Fighting Island used as a chemical 

dump (largely soda ash) for more than a quarter century. 

That's what covers 1200 acres of the island to such a great 

depth. 

Despite problems, these deposits may or may not 

have created, there was rarely any concern expressed over 

all those years of heavy dumping. 

Until, that is, a very closely controlled ex­

periment vas begun to try and re-generate growth by mixing 

sludge with those old chemicals. 

It was the publicity created by this novel 

approach that caused people to become av.'are of Fighting 

Island and its contents, 

Now, despite the very limited experiments v:ith 

composting sludge that is being applied to a relatively 

miniscule part of all that soda ash acreage, hysteria is 

obscuring the facts '-.-hich are: 

i. INO previous consideration v:as ever given to restoring 

those 1200 desolated acres of chemical deposits 

2. The sludge composting £::oerimer.t is being carefully con­

ducted under Environmental Agency super-visicn, and 

wasn't begun until input from comm.unities on both 

sides of the River was received 

3. Cc.r.plaints arising from ~iEinf:?i-.T.scion have been care­

fully checked and there has never proven to be any 

har.-afvii effects from the composting operation 

4. Sludge composting has been carried out in Windsor for 

years, and nov: many other cities as v;ell; with the end 



Over the years. Fighting Island could be converted 

from a barren chemical wasteland to a useful and 

attractive park with the long-existing chemical 

content neutralized and contained, 

5. The alternative to slud^ composting in Detroit is 

more and larger down toT̂ m incineration. In fact, it 

was because Windsor and Essex County were on the re­

ceiving end of the Detroit sludge incineration fall­

out that composting on Fighting Island was initially 

proposed by the City of Ŵ indsor delegation 

6, No alternatives to com.posiing have been identified 

as a means of restoring Fighting Island. If che 

Environmentall3^ controlled composting experiment is 

stopped, there isn't any known v/ay of removing the 

chemical deposits that have been allowed to accumulate 

over the years. 

There are m.any good reasons for people to be 

concerned over the Environment these days. The efforts to 

convert a wasteland of" soda ash with composted sludge hox'?-

ever, that would other\;ise have to be disposed of by less 

desirable methods is net one of them, particularly, :;o 

long as the carefully controlled methods are continued. 

It should also be recognized that the small section of 

Fighting Island V7here composting has been applied is now 

restored to life and growing vegetation for the first time 

in many years. 
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